Lift Up
Your Eyes
2020 Global
Missions
Highlights

Introduction
Southwood Presbyterian Church is
an active body of Christian believers
who through their prayers, time,
and generosity have supported nine
global mission partners around the
world this year. The Global PartnerS
Team (GPS) is glad to report to you
how these mission partners have

engaged their communities during
this very challenging year. While
most of our nations have been
locked down, the Word of God and
the hands of Christian compassion
have not been stopped. God is
indeed on the move and you are a
part of this when you pray, go or give
to support our missionaries!

COVID
Every missionary family has
challenges; usually they include
difficulties in finding, preparing and
even locating sources of food. It
takes an enormous amount of time
and more energy to do most daily
tasks. However, COVID has made
these tasks even more challenging.
We hear from most of our
missionaries that their congregants
have had to wait in long lines, fill out
daily forms to leave their homes,
have been restricted to leaving
home during certain hours only, or

have been completely restricted and
allowed only to have deliveries left at
their doors. They have experienced
difficulties getting to and from
churches, putting everything on
line so they can have church, being
stuck in their own country or here in
the U.S. for longer than intended—
all of these disruptions and more
have occurred. But many of our
own Southwood families have had
their lives disrupted, their church
attendance changed, their resources
limited or restricted too.

So, we asked the question,
“What has God been up to in the
midst of all of this?”

Your Generous
Giving
Your Generous Giving this year has allowed us to reach
many nations and many people groups who might
never have heard the good news otherwise!

$10,000

$88,000

for COVID Aid
Relief in five
countries

to support
Missionaries

$6,000
to New City Global
to equip pastors in
Rwanda

God is at Work Through Our
Missionary Partners!

Paul and
Marty Clark
Scripture Union in Peru
Paul and Marty have been in the
States for several months receiving
care for medical issues and will
return to Peru in March. The Clarks
have a passion for protecting
homeless street boys in Peru. For
many years they have provided safe
haven for these children, outcasts
from their families or orphans left to
fend for themselves in the streets.
While here in the States, Paul has
been able to continue working for
their ministry via zoom and other
communication apps. He has
undertaken a huge job in his desire

to develop the boys’ home in KUSI
and has spent many hours planning
and sharing news about it. Marty
leads women’s Bible studies in
their home, and she will start a new
session in April. She feels it is very
important to keep in contact with her
study members and has contacted
them almost weekly to see how they
are coping in Peru.
You can support the Clarks by
praying for their boys’ homes. Pray
for God to open the right doors
and direct them as they meet new
challenges.

For more information, you may email
the Clarks at
paulmartyclark@gmail.com.

Saji and
Mony Lukos
Reaching Indians Ministry
International in Nagpur, India
and many Indian States
Since the election of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the Bharatiya
Janata Party last year, tolerance
for Christianity has decreased,
and persecution of Christians is
on the rise. Those who are poor
are denied Government Aid if they
profess Christianity. All outsiders
(by this they mean foreign Christian
organizations) are being booted out
or denied access. India has risen
from 31st to 10th on Open Door’s
World Watch List, ranking just below
Iran, and listed as Tier 2, along
with Iraq and Afghanistan, by the
U. S. Commission for International
Religious Freedom because of
the rapid climb in acts restricting
religious freedom and acts of
persecution directed at religious
organizations or persons. Pray for
God’s intervention in the government

and for Christians in India to remain
true to the Word and bold in their
witnesses. Pray for wisdom for the
Reaching India leaders and all of the
supported pastors as they seek ways
to minister to their communities.
GPS team member John Henson
traveled to RIMI/MI this past year.
Here is part of his trip summary:
I was there to help with the Mission
India Seminary graduation. It was
a very touching two-day event
with sermons and commencement
speeches and began with a march to
the auditorium. The route was lined
with loved ones of the graduates
with huge smiles on their faces. A
foot-washing ceremony occured the
night before the graduation. It was a
very joyful occasion and the joy was
contagious. Then I was able to help

with a Bible College graduation in
Gujarat, about a two-hour plane ride
away. Here is some of what I learned
about the culture:
• The Indian culture is very social
and extended family members
and fellow believers are near each
other most of the time. Whatever
they go through, they go through
together.
• Indians value hospitality and will
go out of their way to “hostess”
their guests. We were treated to
a very large meal wherever we
went (I’m talking 10 or 12 different
dishes!). Also the host family does
not eat with the visitors but they
wait on them.
• They love telling visitors about
their family and I loved hearing it.

• They are a modest culture. The
sensuality in our culture isn’t
present there.
• Faith is a necessity there; they
depend on God and prayer for so
many things.
• The Christians have great humility.
• The training students receive at
Mission India Theological Seminary
is for real- I traveled with a 28-yrold graduate that can handle the
Word like a veteran preacher. I was
truly amazed at his abilities and
maturity.
• Our Pastor, Will Spink, has affected
Mission India and is very much
loved there! I heard of his works of
love to these people over and over.
It made me proud to have him as
my pastor.

You can read more about this
organization at rimi.org.

Rob and
Tünde Futo
Presbyterian Mission International
in Budapest, Hungary
Rob and Tünde came to the U.S. to
drop off their daughter Csenge at
Covenant College, where she will
be studying Biblical Theology and
Apologetics. Like some our other
partners, they got stuck here due
to COVID. And during their stay,
Rob’s father passed away after
a long fight with leukemia. His
mother also passed away recently.
Our missionaries often deal with
family changes and difficulties and
sorrows just like you do. Remember
them in your prayers and their two

To find out more about the Futos
please email rtfuto95@gmail.com.

daughters too! They are happily
working on plans to develop an
internship program for young men
who are thinking about the ministry.
In this effort they are working with a
small group of evangelical churches
and Redeemer’s City to City church
planting training center, as well as
the Bible school in Budapest. They
are also shepherding two new youth
workers (an answer to prayer) who
have helped to expand the youth
program, and continuing to preach
and teach the good news.

Derek and
Laura Dougherty
Mission to the World in Peru
The Doughertys came home the first
of March to attend a recruiting event
for missionaries. They got stuck here
in the States and only recently were
able to get back to Peru. However,
many people from Peru joined Derek
along with the believers at Fuente
De Gracia for live-streamed worship

services on Sundays and prayer and
Bible studies on Thursdays. Also,
during the Doughertys’ absence,
God has revealed several lay leaders
in their congregation, and he has
also led many church members to
be more intentional in ministering to
one another.

You can find out more about
the Doughertys’ ministry at
afewkeymoments.blogspot.com.

Seth and
Jessica Lewis
Unevangelized Fields Mission
in Ireland
The church has been busy
distributing 4,000 Gospels of Luke
in Carrigtwohill and Midleton. The
fellow who delivered them to the
church, when offered a copy, said,
“Sure, I’ll take a read of it.” Since
most people receive their mail
through a slot in their door, the
outreach will be allowable during
the present situation. “Even with
heavy national restrictions,” Seth
writes, “the gospel is not bound.”
In addition, the church also handed
out 28 Bibles to residents of the
local refugee center. Ireland has
agreed to help with the Syrian war
refugee crisis and has taken in
some refugees; many families are
housed in one room with their own
bathroom. They are not allowed
to work until they have refugee
status which can take years, so
the government pays them a small
monthly amount and offers meals
daily. This brings many opportunities
for ministry. Pray that those who
receive the Word will be drawn to
read it and will want to know more.

Seth wrote in a recent post, “In
Ireland current COVID restrictions
include an order that church services
move online.” Church gatherings are
considered to be an unnecessary risk
and have been banned. According to
Seth, this reveals a misunderstanding
of what the church is, how it works,
and the role it plays in society. Seth
describes the church this way:
• The church that Jesus founded was
never intended to be something
we watch, it is something we are.
It’s not a TV show.
• The church holds the answer not
only to despair, but even to death
itself, and she works to share all
the blessings she has received
with those around her. If there
was ever a time to recognize that
this kind of hope is essential, it is
now! Instead, the government has
banned church gatherings and
passed legislation that includes
fines or even imprisonment for
clergy who organize any kind of
in-person worship services.

• Right now, people desperately
need more than just a bit of sport
or greyhound racing to distract
them. People need hope that
is solid and true and unshakable—
exactly the kind of hope that the
church possesses.
GPS member Andes Hoyt says:
“Seth’s writing reminds me of who
we are as the Church—Christ’s
children, called to love one
another, called to love and glorify
God. My prayer for our missionaries

and for Southwood is to love
well. Fifty-nine times in the New
Testament we are told specific things
to do for ‘one another.’ I thank Seth
for this reminder to us and for loving
the community in southern Ireland
where he lives and serves Christ.
Pray for Seth, his family and team to
love well.”

You can connect with Seth and
Jessica Lewis at
SethandJessica.com, or follow
Seth’s blog at SETHLEWIS.IE.

Justin and
Alanna Huston
Serge in Ireland
Over the last two years, Justin and
Alanna have trained, mentored
and placed six interns. Classes
were given on the Bible, prayer,
discipleship, evangelism, and many
more topics. Interns have served
in Maynooth Community Church,
Adelaide Road Presbyterian, Clontarf
Methodist, Liberty Church of God,
Holy Trinity Church of Ireland, and
Clontarf Scots and Presbyterian.
They have also done work on the side
for several other ministries: Alpha/
Youth Alpha, Innovista, Urban Soul,
Solus, the YWCA, and others. Justin’s
main job is finding the interns’
ministry placements. He says, “it
comes down to investing wholly in
relationships with those in ministry
here, not just to find positions for
our apprentices, but for the benefit

of mutual encouragement that really
spurs us all on in the struggle to
minister faithfully here. The hardest
part may be seeing so much need
and not being able to do more.
Relationships run deep and hearts
become entwined by the shared
love of the gospel.” This year their
church, Saint Catherine’s, had its
250th anniversary and helped host
the Archbishops of Canterbury
and Dublin. Alanna has been very
involved in the children’s ministry
and administrative work for the
diocese. Justin recently joined in as
a youth leader and also facilitates
Prayer and Porridge, an early
morning prayer meeting.
If you feel a calling, the
apprenticeship is a two-year program
for those of post-university age
interested in exploring a calling in
cross-cultural ministry. The summer
internship lasts two months and is
for university students (Irish and
American). Applications for these
programs are available at serge.org.

To join Alanna and Justin’s email
distribution, please email them at
ahuston@serge.org.

Johnny and
Becky Long
Serge in the United States
The Longs work with Serge and
indigenous leaders to translate and
teach the Sonship curriculum. While
some plans were derailed this year,
new ones were launched. Johnny
will be mentoring Jen Kamari, who
ministers in Rwanda. Their friend,
Darrell Frick, has convinced them
that Sonship will help them combat
the legalism and “health and
wealth gospel” that are endemic
in the Rwandan church. So Johnny

If you want to connect you can reach
them at johnwadelong@gmail.com
and request their updates.

is busy helping them develop a
Sonship course for Rwanda that
will be translated into Kinyarwanda,
their national language. He is also
mentoring couples in Sonship in
Togo, Jordon, Burundi, Portugal and
Serge hopefuls in Virginia. Wow! Your
gift of a few dollars sure goes a long
way around the world!
Please pray for continued health
and energy for the Longs in their
important work.

Alex and
Suzanne Sarran
Global Outreach Mission
in Lyon, France
In Lyon, a teacher was beheaded
by Muslim radicals for teaching a
history lesson in which he showed
cartoons that caused the Islamic
slaying of a newspaper reporter;
shortly after that three people were
stabbed to death in a church in
Nice by another Muslim extremist.
President Emmanuel Macron ordered
the shutdown of any mosques found
to be promoting extremist doctrines.
France has the highest Muslim
population in all of Europe, so this
has caused quite a stir. As a result,
the Saran’s church has an armed
guard now during their church
services. Also, they are back under
lockdown due to high numbers of
COVID cases. Please pray for safety
and continued opportunities to
minister for the church there.

Like most of our missionaries, Alex
has continued to minister to his
congregants using technology. To
learn more about this church in
France, watch
vimeo.com/138375480. You will
sense the heartbeat of this wonderful
church mission and pastor.

Here is just a small part of what Alex
points out in that video:
French society, as sophisticated
and glamorous it may appear on
the surface, is in fact a deeply
disenchanted, fractured, and
confused society. Take for example
the fact that there are as many
registered fortune-tellers in France
as there are parishioners, or
the fact that France is the most
represented country of Western
Islamic Jihadists fighting with the
Islamic state. And many people
wonder, what can you do about
that? ...I think the answer is, plant
a Bible believing, Bible proclaiming
local church. …We believe that it’s

through repentance and faith in
Jesus that individuals, whoever
they are, and wherever they are
from, can be changed, so that
families can be changed, so that
neighborhoods and communities
can be changed, so that whole
cities can be changed.
The church is still looking for a larger
place to meet. Please continue to
pray for them as real estate is very
expensive in Lyon.

You can connect with Alex and
Suzanne on Facebook.

Jonah
in Nineveh
Messenger Ministries
For a number of years, this partner
and his spouse have served in
countries that are hostile towards
Christianity. Their current home is a
pocket of religious freedom in the
midst of a region of religious turmoil.
Because of this freedom, “Jonah” is
able to openly pastor an international
church, a role which brings him
much joy.
In a recent letter, Jonah writes, “A
young man walked into our church
and heard my sermon. He was so
taken with the message that he
wanted to get together and talk. That
discussion led to an invitation to his
family’s radio station where we had
a two-hour conversation on the love
of God in the person of Jesus, His
work on the cross, and His offer to

those who repent and believe. This
young man translated it; it will be
aired in the native language in parts
at various times on the station. We
were also given a copy so we can use
it anywhere, even on the web. What
a gift!”
GPS member Sue Lester remembers
that in a conversation with the GPS
Team (via Zoom of course), Jonah
said this: “We don’t want to just
survive as missionaries; we want to
win! You see, I really, truly believe
this guy Jesus rose from the dead.
We want to see God’s kingdom
expand and to see people come to
Christ. We want to poke the devil in
the eye!”
I think that about says it all, don’t
you?

Jonah and his wife have a new
oversight ministry; if you support
him personally, please contact the
church office for the new giving
information.

Upcoming
Ventures
Our committee is exploring
opportunities in Rwanda. We gave
money at the first of the year to
purchase one hundred tablets for
pastoral candidates in that country,
and these tablets were loaded with
the Third Millennium Seminary
curriculum. Robert Blevins visited
the pastors using this curriculum in
Rwanda. Ron Clegg was scheduled
to go and do some pastoral training,
but the trip was delayed due to
COVID.
Our committee is considering
support for Macklann and Rose
Basse. Macklann is the director of
Africa Missions with Nations (AMN)
in Togo, West Africa, where he
trains future missionaries to plant
churches and care for the poor. Rose
is the principal of New Beginnings
Elementary School.
Our committee is considering further
support for Walter Wood, Jr. He has
begun a non-profit called Europe
City Partners to help facilitate church
planting across Europe, offering
training in relationship building,
church planting methods, and also
directly mentoring and encouraging

pastors. As a co-partner with City
to City Ministries, Mr. Wood will be
working with pastors in Barcelona,
Rome, Prague, Vienna, Budapest,
Athens, Madrid, Dublin, Lisbon and
hopefully Paris.
Our church has been invited by
RIMI to consider long-term mission
activities in Chhattisgarh, India—
which is located two hours by train
from Nagpur, the current ministry
headquarters and home of Mission
India Theological Seminary run
by RIMI. As you may know, we
want to develop closer reciprocal
relationships with the mission
partners our church supports. Our
pastor is leading in the consideration
of this.
We do not have any planned shortterm trips planned yet, but our goal
is to provide some opportunities.
Watch for more information. Of
course, we cannot guarantee at this
time that there won’t be unforeseen
obstacles (who knew COVID was
coming), but we hope and are
praying for you to have a chance to
step out and join in Kingdom work
with our global mission partners.

A Final
Word
GPS member Julie Miller has
provided a wonderful summary to
this report:
As I reflect on this year, I
remember that we started with
a global conference, praying for
our missionaries. Throughout this
year I have been impressed with
our missionaries’ openness and
perseverance. Some have been
separated from their country and
church, some have been separated
from comfort for family members
through sickness, tragedy or
death. Some have lost daily
provisions through lack of funds
or restrictions from lockdowns.
When they got down, they sought
the Lord through His word. They
have asked for prayer and trusted
His will would be done. It seems to
me they are living 2 Corinthians 4:
they are jars of clay, perplexed but
not driven to despair, afflicted but
not crushed, persecuted but not
abandoned!
We will conclude with these
words from Ron Clegg, one of our
Associate Pastors and head of the
GPS committee.
This year so many of our plans
came to naught, but our Father’s
plans were all fulfilled. Because
we were unable to travel
internationally, we had significant
resources to invest in our partners’

COVID relief work. Because our
global partners began streaming
their worship services, many who
had never attended worship were
now being confronted with the
truth of the Gospel. The suffering
that occurred presented new
opportunities for our partners to
engage with communities and
neighbors. So with much of the
world appearing to fall apart, the
church is growing and people’s
lives are being transformed. What
I come away with at the end of
2020 is that God is faithful to His
promise to make His name known
to the ends of the earth, and there
is no pandemic, no political crisis,
no geopolitical struggle that can
slow the advance of the Gospel.
That wonderful truth gives us
confidence to press forward into
the world, knowing that our God
is on the move and He is working
through us.
God will sustain us and give us
strength. “And He shall stand and
shepherd his flock in the strength of
the Lord, in the majesty of the name
of the Lord his God. And they shall
dwell secure, for now he shall be
great to the ends of the earth. And
he shall be their peace” (Micah 5:2-5).
Our missionaries have told us how
God has consistently met their needs
and their congregations’ needs.
2020 has been our proving ground,
and Faith and Grace abound.

Southwood exists to advance the
kingdom of God as we experience
and express grace.

Southwood Presbyterian Church
1000 Carl T. Jones Drive
Huntsville, Alabama 35802
southwood.org

